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cure as miraculous, and joins it to the history of devils cast out. This
cure is confirmed by pagan writers.1 Yet the clamours of the heathens
at length moved this ungrateful emperor, who was naturally inclined to
severity, to raise the fifth persecution against the church; for he was
haughty, cruel, stubborn, and unrelenting. He published his bloody
edicts against the Christians about the tenth year of his reign, of Christ 202.
Having formerly been governor of Lyons and eye-witness to the flourishing
state of that church, he seems to have given particular instructions that the
Christians there should be proceeded against with extraordinary severity,
unless this persecution was owing to the fury of the particular magistrates
and of the mob. For the general massacre of the Christians at Lyons
seems to have been attended with a popular commotion of the whole
country against them whilst the pagans were celebrating the decennial
games in honour of Severus. It seems to have been stirred up because
the Christians refused to join the idolaters in their sacrifices. Whence
Tertullian says in his Apology, " Is it thus that your public rejoicings are
consecrated by public infamy? " Ado, in his chronicle, says that St
Irenaeus suffered martyrdom with an exceeding great multitude. An
ancient epitaph, in leonine verses, inscribed on a curious mosaic pavement
in the great church of St Irenaeus, at Lyons, says the martyrs who died
with him amounted to the number of nineteen thousand. St Gregory of
Tours writes that St Irenaeus had in a very short time converted to the
faith almost the whole city of Lyons; and that with him were butchered
almost all the Christians of that populous town; insomuch that the streets
ran with streams of blood. Most place the martyrdom of these saints
in 202, the beginning of the persecution; though some defer it to the
year 208, when Severus passed through Lyons in his expedition into
Britain, The precious remains of St Irenaeus were buried by his priest
Zachary between the bodies of the holy martyrs SS. Epipodius and
Alexander. They were kept with honour in the subterraneous chapel in
the church of St John till, in 1562, they were scattered by the Calvinists
and a great part thrown into the river. The head they kicked about in
the streets, then cast it into a little brook; but it was found by a Catholic
and restored to St John's church.2 The Greeks honour his memory on
the 23rd of August; the Latins on the 28th of June. The former say he
was beheaded.

It was not for want of strength or courage that the primitive Christians
sat still and suffered the most grievous torments, insults, and death; but
from a principle of religion, which taught them the interest of faith does
not exempt men from the duty which they owe to the civil authority of
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